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FROM THE OFFICE 

 
From the Principal’s Desk 

As we enter the home stretch, many significant events will appear on your 
calendars, including graduation, EQAO,  and end-of-year field trips.  When 
schedules get busy, it becomes even more important for students to remain 
focused and stay the course when learning in the classroom.    

Now is a good time for students to review their goals and make a sincere effort 
to finish the year strong.   It is also a good time to consider what outdoor 
activities are available to children.  As our fields begin to dry out, students will 
find themselves playing more outdoor sports and activities again.   Students are 
reminded to demonstrate good sportsmanship and a sense of fair play when 
engaging in outdoor activities, particularly when the games have a competitive 
nature.  

The nice weather also brings the temptation for students to leave school 
property during the lunch break (second recess).  Please remember that any 
change in your child’s regular lunch plans should be presented to the school in 
writing.  We all want to ensure a safe nutrition/activity break for all students.   

 
B. Hadfield 
Principal 

We will be using School Cash Online for ALL payments 
next year. We are quickly coming to the end of our 
school year and want to help everyone get prepared 
and ready to use SchoolCashOnline.  Please visit our 
school website, http://ferndale.dsbn.org/, click on 
School Cash Online, under What’s New and register. 
Once you have registered, you will receive email 
notifications for items that are available for you to 
purchase (ie. Trips, pizza, milk etc) and reminders 
when the item is about to expire. For more 
information please see page 2 of the newsletter.  If 
you need any assistance or internet access please see 
Ms. Rees in our office.  



 

SAFE ARRIVAL SCHOOL MESSENGER 
To enhance our existing absence-checking procedure, we have a more efficient 

student absence reporting system called Safe Arrival.  Thank you to all of the 

parents and guardians that have been using the Safe Arrival reporting system 

to report your child's attendance. This new system will reduce the time it takes 

to verify student attendance, make it easy for you to report your child’s absence 

and easy for staff to respond to unexplained student absences. 

With Safe Arrival, you are asked to report your child’s absence in advance 

using any of these 3 convenient methods: 

1. Using your mobile device, download and install the SchoolMessenger app from the Apple App Store 

or the Google Play Store (or from the links at https://go.schoolmessenger.ca). The first time you use the 

app, select Sign Up to create your account. Select Attendance then Report an Absence. 

2. Use the SafeArrival website, at https://go.schoolmessenger.ca. The first time you use the website, 

select Sign Up to create your account. Select Attendance then Report an Absence. 

3. Call the toll-free number 1-866-606-5567 to report an absence using the automated phone system. 
 

These options are available 24 hours/day, 7 days a week.  Future absences can be reported at any 

time.   

 

This information is always available on our school website, under ‘Report Absence’ 

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
We will be using School Cash Online for ALL payments 

next year. Once you have registered, you will receive 

email notifications for items that are available for you to 

purchase (ie. Trips, pizza etc) and reminders when the 

item is about to  expire. If you are new to Ferndale 

coming from another DSBN school, your previous login 

information is still valid. If you are new to school, have 

not previously signed up or are coming from another 

board you will be required to register.   

Go directly to the website http://ferndale.dsbn.org      

(or hold ctrl and click on the link) 

1. Click on the Cash Online icon on the top right hand corner (Please note: Internet Explorer is the most 

effective internet browser for Cash Online).  2. Create a profile for yourself (Parent/ Guardian).  3. Attach 

your student(s) to your profile (date of birth & legal name required).  If you need any assistance or internet 

access please see Ms. Rees or Mrs. Janzen in the main office.  



 

 

STUDENT FEELING UNWELL? 
 

With the flu and cold season, some of the symptoms may include the following, 

 

• Vomiting, Diarrhea or Nausea 

• Fever or Chills (temperature of 100’F / 37.8 ’C or more) 

• Cough or Sore Throat 

• Sneezing, Nasal Congestion or Runny Nose 

• Red or Pink eyes 

• Stomach Ache or Body Aches 

• Headache or Fatigue  

• Hoarseness, Chest pain or Shortness of Breath 

 

If your child portrays any signs or symptoms of being unwell, either the night before school or the morning 

of,  please keep the student home until they are symptom free for 24 hours.  We appreciate your help in 

trying to keep the classrooms germ free. 

LEARNING DISABILITIES ASSOCIATION  
 

Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara offers programs for children with 
learning disabilities/ADHD. Spring/Summer Program Applications open on 

Monday, March 25, 2019 at 6:00 AM. Go to https://ldaniagara.org/programs/ 
 

S.L.A.M. (Sunshine, Learning, Achievement, and More!) is a full-day summer 
learning camp for students aged 6 - 11 with diagnosed or suspected learning 

disabilities. At S.L.A.M., participants spend half of the day involved in literacy-
related games and activities, and the other half of the day involved in social 

skills and recreational activities. 

Offered in St. Catharines July 8 - August 23  
(6 weeks - excluding the week of August 5) 

The cost for S.L.A.M. will be $175.00 per week for LDANR members, and 
$225.00 per week for non-members. Subsidy and payment plans will be 

available closer to the dates. Applications open Monday, March 25 at 6:00 a.m. 

https://mailchi.mp/c708f7d43da2/spring-summer-program-applications-open-march

-1475885?e=b144e73745  

https://mailchi.mp/c708f7d43da2/spring-summer-program-applications-open-march-1475885?e=b144e73745
https://mailchi.mp/c708f7d43da2/spring-summer-program-applications-open-march-1475885?e=b144e73745


GRADE 3 AND 6 EQAO 
Provincial EQAO Assessments are scheduled for Grade 3 and 6 
students during the month of May.  Students  will be completing 
the assessment over the course of 2 weeks from May 22nd to June 
4th.  More information will be sent home during the month of May.  
Please do you very best not to schedule any appointments for 
students during the assessment as it is difficult to make up missed 
time.  We would appreciate if you could have your child well rested, 
fed and on time to school.  We know that this, in conjunction with 
all the work he/she has done with his/her teacher, will help your 
child be successful. 

GRADE 8 GRADUATION 

Our grade 8 graduation ceremony is scheduled for the evening of Tuesday, June 25th at 
the Merritton Community Centre. 

There will be an after celebration for our grade 8 graduates after the formal ceremony.  
More information will be sent home the beginning of June. 

Our Graduation Committee is beginning to plan this special event and we are looking 
forward to sharing this milestone in your child’s life. 

DRESS CODE REMINDER 
 

Now that the warmer weather is hopefully on the way, we remind our students and parents 
of our dress code.  Students should come to school in clothes appropriate for a school 
environment.  Shirts must modestly cover from shoulders to hips; pant, skirt, shorts or 
dress must be appropriate and modest.  Thank you! 

RANKIN CANCER RUN 
SAVE THE DATE!!!  Ferndale School will once again be participating in the 
Rankin Cancer Run on Saturday, May 25, 2019 and looking for students and 
families to join us. The Ferndale Falcons team is now online 
(www.rankincancerrun.com) and ready for your registration. Thank you for your 
continued support of this incredible and powerful local event. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mrs. Nash at the school. 

http://www.rankincancerrun.com/


INDIGENOUS EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL  
 

On behalf of the District School Board of Niagara, parents are invited to attend the 2018-
2019 Indigenous Education Advisory Council (IEAC).  If parents are interested, please email 

IEAC MEETINGS 
2018-2019 

TIME LOCATION 

November 15, 2018 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. District School Board of Niagara 

January 24, 2019 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. Niagara Regional Native Centre 

April 18, 2019 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre 

June 6, 2019 12:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Métis Nation of Ontario, Thorold 



ME TO WE CLUB NEWS 
In the spirit of reusing, spring cleaning of your homes and the 
love of reading, Me to We club is hosting a used book sale the 
last week of May. Please go through all your gently read books 
and send them in so another child can enjoy them. Books will 
be sold for less than $1. Thank you for any contributions you 

can make. 

COLOURING CLUB 
Mrs. Willey will be starting a Colouring Club for Primary and Junior 
students, every Day 10 during first break.  Primaries meet in Mrs 
L’Ecuyer’s room at 10:50 AFTER they eat their snack. 

Juniors meet Mrs Willey in the library at 10:30 and BRING your 
snack. Both groups bring colouring materials / pencil cases.   
See you there!" 

MUFFINS WITH MOM 
On Friday, May 10th, 2019 we will be celebrating the moms in our school 
community by hosting MUFFINS WITH MOM!  
 From 7:30 a.m. until 8:45 a.m. students are invited to bring their mom 
(stepmom, grandma, aunt etc.), to school and enjoy a muffin, coffee, tea and 
juice in our school library. 
 Please send payment using the school cash on line form. All orders are due on 

or before Wednesday, May 1st, 2019. 
*** Our ordering is based on the Pre-Paid orders we receive from families. We will not be able 
to serve you Friday morning if you have not submitted an order through school cash online*** 

A big thank you to Starbucks for providing the coffee  

Monday May 6th is MUSIC MONDAY, promoting music education!  We 
will be celebrating at Ferndale School with an assembly beginning at 
9:40 (second period) to highlight musical talents created by our own 
school community.  Special performances will include the Ferndale 
Choir, and the Ukulele Club, as well as a special musical guest.  All 
parents/grandparents/guardians are welcome to attend.  

MUSIC MONDAY 



WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN 

We will be hosting our annual “Welcome to Kindergarten” 
evening on Tuesday, May 28th from 5:00-6:30pm. If you, 
or someone you know in the Ferndale neighbourhood has a 
child who will be attending our JK program in September 
2019, we invite you to join us for a fun evening. During the 
visit, children and parents will make new acquaintances and 
participate in fun, literacy and numeracy activities. 
Families can also meet our community learning partners 
who will be sharing information about their programs and 

SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

The end of our 2018 / 2019 school year is quickly coming to an end 
and we would like to take this opportunity to inform you of various 
programs offered by the DSBN during the summer.  Programs such 
as Super in 7 and GR8 in 8, are programs that are a great 
opportunity for students going into grades 7 or 8, to help improve 
their math and language skills.  Reach Ahead gives Grade 7 & Grade 8 
students the opportunity to earn credits early at a High School in 
their community. Courses are available in Physical and Health 
Education, Fitness, Integrated Arts, Robotics and Civics/Careers.  
High School Head Start helps students going into grade 9 get ready 

for their first year of secondary school. Students will gain organizational and time 
management skills, develop language and math skills and increase their confidence in 
preparation for Grade 9.   
 

For further information or to register for any of the offered programs, please visit,  
https://dsbn.org/programs-services/lifetime-learning/EarnCredits/SummerPrograms 



6N LEARNING GOOGLE DOCS 

QUOTES FROM CHILDRENS BOOKS 



FROM MS WALTON’S CLASS 

Congratulations to Jessica, Landon and Jazlyn from Mrs. Walton’s Grade 2 class for 
having their “Owl and the Lemming” art featured at the DSBN Art Showcase.  



FROM 6N 
Hello Ferndale families, 

On Friday, April 26, some of the grade 5s and 6s went to the Niagara Falls Scotiabank Centre 
for the Forest of Reading celebration. There were about 69 schools there! For my first 
workshop, I went to the robotic hand workshop. I learned some interesting facts about 
prosthetic legs like how when you get your leg amputated your brain still thinks you have a leg, so 
when you get up in the morning you end up falling on the ground and a couple other facts. After 
that, we made our own working cardboard hands. That was really fun! Next, we had a keynote 
speaker, Kevin Sylvester.  He wrote two books that made it into the Silver Birch list. One fiction 
(Almost Epic Squad: Mucus Mayhem), one non-fiction (Basketballogy). He was a great speaker! He 
was funny and he talked about the true meaning of bravery and that to be brave does not mean 
you are a big, muscular man. We had our lunch break after that, and the food was absolutely 
delicious. It was pasta, meatballs, rolls, salad and homemade cookies. It was delicious! During 
lunch there was a bunch of activities like a photo booth, buying books, getting books signed and 
more. When the books were for sale, I bought Basketballogy. I got it signed by Kevin Sylvester 
and took a picture with him! Before our 2nd workshop,there was an activity called: Experience 
Groove. The instructor taught you some dance moves to some songs. Then I had my second 
workshop, Basketballogy with the River Lions. The River Lions taught us some tricks and we 
played a fun little basketball game. At the end we got our own mini basketball squishy/ bouncy 
ball that we could get signed by them. I also got my Basketballogy book signed by them too. 
Finally there was one final assembly that announced the Silver Birch winners. Sadly we could not 
go because our bus was already here, but I still had an amazing time! 

Christine W 

Buying Canadian 

When you or your parents buy a product that says “Made in China” do you ever think about who 
made it?  Well if you haven’t I’m going to inform you. In certain places around the world say 
Bangladesh they use child labour - kids are forced to work for 10-15 hours everyday they don’t 
even work in safe working conditions, the factories aren’t sanitary and rats can be found 
running across floors! Keep in mind the kids have to go to school right after they are done and 
they are only paid $15 at most. 

If you are against child labour and other things like that you should consider a product that has 
the label “Made in Canada”. In Canada they don’t use child labour, the factories are safe for the 
workers and they use materials that are long lasting meaning they won’t fall apart when you use 
them. The price is more expensive but it is worth it. 

Next time you go to the store you should spend more time looking at the labels and if you see a 
“Made in Canada” product you should buy it because then you know that the product wasn’t 
made by children and you also know that you aren’t supporting child labour. That money also 
doesn’t go to the owners of the child labour companies that means they will be forced to shut 
down. 

Mariah R  



Hello Ferndale families, 

On Friday April 26th grades five and six went to the scotiabank center in Niagara Falls for the 
Silver Birch celebration. For the celebration there was some fun activities about one of the 
Silver Birch books, we chose the activities we wanted to do a week early. The activities I did 
were make a memory box and basketball with the river lions. When we got there we had to fill 
out our activities/ time table lanyard. After we all went to do our first workshop. My first 
workshop was make a memory box, we had to paint a box than when we got home make it a 
memory box. Right after our workshop we had to head to the fallsview theater for Kevin 
Sylvester to give a speech about his books called Basketballogy in the non-fiction and for the 
fiction it was the Almost Epic Squad, which both books got into the top ten in both fiction and 
non-fiction. That was about a half an hour. After the Kevin Sylvester talk we ate lunch for lunch 
we had delish pasta with salad, rolls and cookies, it was soooo good.  Then we had an optional 
dance experience. I did not go so I do not know what it was like but from the people that went 
they said it was kinda boring but kinda fun. When the dance experience ended we had to do the 
last/ second workshop. The workshop I did was basketball with the River Lions. For the 
basketball we learned some drills and after we took a picture with the river lions and got a 
stress ball basketball that the river lions signed. Since the last/ second workshop was the last 
thing we had to sadly go back to school. The bus ride home was fun, we all sang songs and laughed 
then sadly the day was over and we were back at school. We all had a lot of fun and would like to 
thank the forest of reading for having us. 

Maya I 

FROM 6N 

RED MAPLE 2019 
 
This year our Red Maple students had an outstanding time participating in their reading, and their 
chosen workshops that took place at the Scotia Bank Center on Friday April 26th in Niagara Falls.  

The workshops provided were based off of the plots of the books that were read and students 
were able to choose from a wide variety of activities such as fencing, photography, and water 
purification to name a few. Students were also able to meet and greet the authors of these books 
to get more insight into the ideas behind the stories.  

Congratulations to one of our readers, Daniel C, who read all twenty of the Red Maple books! 
Thank you to all thirty students who participated and attended as well as to Mrs Freure for 
organizing the event. We hope to see just as many or more intermediates participating next year! 


